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A US Air Force Boeing C-17 
Globemaster landed at Moscow’s 
Vnukovo airport after flying from 

Riga, Latvia, according to flight-tracking 
data. The Kremlin said it had no informa-
tion about the aircraft and no US meet-
ings were planned. The unexplained visit 
has triggered speculation about a possible 
diplomatic mission or prisoner exchange 
amid stalled Russia-Ukraine talks. 

Globemaster lands 
in Moscow; Kremlin 
says no clue 

Delhi will sell onions at Rs 
35/kg as the first Kanda 

Express brings 800 tonnes of 
onions to Delhi. The train is 
expected to reach the 
national capital on 
Wednesday. India’s aver-
age retail onion price rose 
more than 28 percent 
within a month to Rs 
44.72 per kg on August 25.

Kanda Express to 
reach Delhi today Processor performance has 

emerged as the primary pur-
chase driver for 87 per cent of 

laptop buyers, while 74 per cent of 
tablet seekers prioritise display 
quality, according to the 'Best in 
Tech' survey released by Amazon on 
Tuesday. The findings, based on 
more than 40,000 responses, indicate 
a significant shift towards specifica-
tion-heavy preferences.

Laptop purchases: 
Processor performance 
primary driver

Persecution is not an original feature in any religion; but it is always the strongly 
marked feature of all religions established by law – Thomas Paine

While school buses, along with multiple vehicles including Honda 
City and Toyota Fortuner, struggled on the city's roads, people 
turned to tractors for their commute

Move over Fortuners! 
Here comes the tractor

urugram came to a standstill after heavy rain-
fall triggered widespread waterlogging and 
traffic snarls across the city. On the first day of 
rain, several vehicles, including school buses, 
ended up stranded for hours on submerged 
roads. While school buses, along with multiple 
vehicles including models like Honda City and 
Toyota Fortuner, struggled on the 
city's roads, people turned to trac-
tors for their commute. Multiple 
viral videos show tractors carrying 
multiple people driving through 
flooded sections of road. In some 
videos, people even filled up the 
trolleys in an attempt to reach their 
destinations. It is to be noted that 
the tractors designed to work in 
farms have a engine placed higher 
as well as a high exhaust making them capable 
of navingating through flooded roads. Further, 

the bigger wheels and 4x4 system allows 
them to move through potholes 
unbothered.

DID U KNOW?

Bigger wheels 
and 4x4 system 
allows tractors 

to move through 
potholes 

unbothered.

All religions, 
arts and 

sciences are 
branches of the 

same tree  
- Albert  
Einstein 
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NO JUNK FOOD NEAR SCHOOLS 

The Rajasthan High Court 
has banned the sale of 
carbonated drinks, chips 

and other junk food in school 
canteens and within 50 metres 
of school gates as it issued a 
slew of directions on balanced 
food and nutrition besides 
expressing concern over 
paper leaks, excessive screen 

time and inadequate infra-
structure in rural schools. A 
Jodhpur bench of Justice 
Anoop Kumar Dhand directed 
every school to constitute a 
food safety and nutrition com-
mittee, display menu boards in 
canteens carrying information 
on calorie count, ingredients 
and nutritional value.

DID U KNOW?

"Government 
schools in rural and 

village areas con-
tinue to suffer from 

systemic defi-
ciencies," the court 

said. 

Guruvayur 
Temple in 
Thrissur is 

gearing up for Onam 
celebrations as a 
large number of 
devotees thronged 
the temple on 
Uthradam day, mark-

ing the beginning of the main festivities in 
Keralam. The transition from the bustling 
Uthradam crowds to Thiruvonam is 
marked by devotional ceremonies at the 
temple. The key events include the tradi-
tional Kazhchakkula offering, the 
Onappudava offering on Thiruvonam, and 
a special prasada feast expected to be 
served to around 10,000 devotees.

Guruvayur Temple 
gears up for Onam

STEEP FALL
In the fall 2025 semester, the tally of new international students 
studying in the US sank 17% compared to previous year 

Rahul backs 
Kriti Sanon 

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi has 
come out in support of 
Bollywood actress Kriti Sanon, 

who has faced backlash online over the 
outfit she wore in a Rakshabandhan 
advertisement for a jewellery 
brand.The 'Mimi' actor appears in the 
advertisement wearing an ivory 
lehenga featuring a deep-neck blouse 
and a cape. While many admired the 
look, some called it "inappropriate".

Lollapalooza India's 5th edition  

Lollapalooza India will return to Mumbai's 
Mahalaxmi Racecourse on January 23 and 24 next 
year for its fifth edition, the organisers announced 

on Tuesday. The two-day festival, which has positioned 
itself as Asia's largest multi-genre music festival, will 
mark five years of its India edition by bringing together 
international and Indian artists.  

Stop trolling women 
for exercising their 
freedom  
– Rahul Gandhip2

www.freepressjournal.in

mid continued differ-
ences over immigration 
policies in the United 
States, a report by CNBC 
observed that fewer new 
students from overseas 
chose to attend 
American colleges in 
2025, with new data high-
lighting that enrollment 
may drop further in the 
year ahead. Referring to 
the report released on 
Thursday by the 
Common App, CNBC 
noted that while applica-
tion volume for under-
graduate admission in 
the upcoming 2026-27 
academic year rose over-
all, the number of inter-
national applicants 
through March 1 fell 10%-

- the steepest decline on 
record. According to a 
Fall 2025 Snapshot from 
the US Department of 
State and the Institute of 
International Education 
(IIE), the fall 2025 semes-
ter, the tally of new inter-
national students study-

ing in the US sank 17% 
compared with the pre-
vious year. It further 
reported that the IIE's 
Spring 2026 Snapshot 
estimated another drop 
in overall international 
enrollment for the 
upcoming fall.



MUMBAI | WEDNESDAY | AUGUST 26, 2026

Rapid Chess 
Tournament today

Bengaluru will host the FIDE-rated 
Rapid Chess Tournament on 
Wednesday, which will bring 

together up to 1,000 players, creating a 
large-scale competitive platform for chess 
enthusiasts across age groups and skill 
levels.  As the city gears up to host the 
world’s top chess stars for season 4 of the 
Global Chess League (GCL), it will witness 
a major grass-
roots chess 
celebration at 
Koramangala 
Indoor 
Stadium.  

Prabath reprimanded, 
handed demerit point 

Sri Lanka 
spinner 
Prabath 

Jayasuriya was hit 
with an official 
reprimand and 
handed a demerit 
point on Tuesday 
for his act after his 
dismissal during 

the second Test match against India at 
the Sinhalese Sports Club, Colombo. 
Jayasuriya has been found guilty of hav-
ing breached Article 2.2 of the ICC Code 
of Conduct for Players and Player 
Support Personnel.

Emami ends investment 
in East Bengal

Emami Group on 
Tuesday con-
cluded its role as 

an investor in East 
Bengal Football Club 
(EBFC), transferring 
all its shares and vot-
ing rights back to the 
club, while confirming 

that it will continue its association with 
the Kolkata giants as a sponsor.  This 
development occurs just two days after 
East Bengal ended its 22-year wait for the 
Durand Cup, winning the tournament for 
a record-equalling 17th time.

QUICK NEWS

Bundesliga champions 
Bayern Munich will be 

without the services of 
their midfielder Jamal 
Musiala in their campaign 
opener against Stuttgart as 
the German star, who has 
suffered two fainting epi-
sodes recently, will be 
given some more rest.

Musiala to miss 
opener 

The Odisha T20 League 
2026 will get under-

way on September 18 at 
Cuttack's iconic Barabati 
Stadium, with the tourna-
ment final scheduled for 
September 27. The 10-day 
competition will bring 
together cricketers from 
across the state.

Odisha T20 
next month

Jose Mourinho will 
make his return to 

Santiago Bernabeu as Real 
Madrid coach on Thursday 
when his side hosts Real 
Sociedad in a delayed La 
Liga opening-round fix-
ture, with young striker 
Carlos Espi set to attract 
much of the attention. 

Mourinho returns to 
Bernabeu 

Indian women's cricket team Captain Harmanpreet Kaur says 
a winning culture is taking shape 

Ye dil maange more 

Asia Cup, Asian Games

Success is defined by the 
obstacles overcome, not 
just achievements  
- Pelé p3

www.freepressjournal.in

ndian women cricketers 
are "hungry for more" 
after a string of impressive 
victories, with captain 
Harmanpreet Kaur saying 
a winning culture is taking 
shape as they head into 
the Asia Cup in the UAE 
and Asian Games in 
Japan. Fresh from win-
ning the first-ever 
women's Test match at 

Lord's by defeating 
England last month, India 
will now turn their atten-
tion to the UAE Asia Cup 
T20, where they are rec-
ord seven-time cham-
pions, before embarking 
on their title defence at 
the Asian Games in Japan. 
"We of course expect to 
win. Our team has been 
playing very good cricket," 
the India skipper, who 
guided India to a historic 
Test win against England 
at the iconic Lord's 
recently, told Sony Sports. 

"The last 4-5 years has 
been good and 
where we 
have played 
good cricket, 
dominating 
cricket, have 
defeated big 
teams and 
won series 
also. The 
Kaur-led side 
had sealed a huge 270-
run win over England at 
Lord's, marking India's 
second-highest win by 
margin of runs. 

DID U KNOW?

"The team has 
already tasted 

success and will 
be hungry for 

more, 
Harmanpreet said
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Premier League club AFC 
Bournemouth has completed the 
signing of Italian goalkeeper Michele 

Di Gregorio on a season-long loan from 
Serie A club Juventus FC on Tuesday. The 
29-year-old goalkeeper joins the Cherries 

after establishing himself as one of Serie 
A’s most highly regarded goalkeepers. Di 
Gregorio began his senior career with 
Inter Milan before gaining valuable first-
team experience during loan spells with 
Renate, Novara, and Pordenone.

Michele Di Gregorio joins Bournemouth

Chhattisgarh is set to host India's first official state-level 
hockey league under the aegis of Hockey India, with the 
inaugural CHL from October 21

Maiden state-level 
Hockey league

Chhattisgarh takes the lead

The Melbourne Stars have turned to 
Yorkshire women’s head coach 
Richard Pyrah to steer their WBBL 

side, with the 43-year-old Englishman set 
to take charge ahead of Weber WBBL 12 as 
the club reshapes its coaching structure. 
Pyrah arrives with experience spanning 
women’s and men’s cricket in both England 
and Australia. He is currently in his third 
season in charge of Yorkshire’s women’s 
team and has also recently completed his 
first campaign as an assistant coach.

Sri Lanka have been dealt a blow ahead 
of the Women's T20 Asia Cup 2026 as 
their all-rounder Dewmi Vihanga has 

been ruled out of the tournament after 
sustaining a right knee injury during a 
practice session. SL have named Left-arm 
spinner Nimasha Meepage as her replace-
ment in the 15-member squad.

Asia Cup: Big 
blow for SL 

Melbourne Stars 
appoint Richard 
Pyrah as coach
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East Zone thrash North East Zone

Shahbaz Ahmed’s commanding 167 
and Anukul Roy’s five-wicket haul 
powered East Zone to an innings and 

210-run win over North East Zone in the 
Duleep Trophy quarterfinal at the BCCI 
Centre of Excellence Ground 2, Bengaluru 
on Tuesday. East Zone first posted a mam-

moth 467 before Abhijit Sarkar’s five-
wicket haul helped bowl North East Zone 
out for 111 in their first innings. After being 
sent to bat again through a follow-on, 
North East Zone managed 146, with 
Anukul Roy finishing with five wickets as 
East Zone completed a dominant victory.

The key for any bats-
man is to play the ball 
not the wicket  
— Graham Goochp4

www.freepressjournal.in

hhattisgarh is set to host 
India's first official state-
level hockey league 
under the aegis of 
Hockey India, with the 
inaugural Chhattisgarh 
Hockey League (CHL) 
scheduled to be held 
from October 21 to 

November 1 
at the Sardar 
Vallabhbhai 
Patel 
International 
Hockey 
Stadium in 
Raipur. The 
franchise-
based 

league, announced by 
the Sports and Youth 
Welfare Department of 
Chhattisgarh on 
Tuesday, will feature six 
teams representing dif-
ferent regions of the 
state. Indian hockey 
stalwarts and Olympic 
medallists Gurjant 
Singh, Shamsher Singh 
and Surender Kumar 
have been named 

among the marquee 
players for the inaugural 
edition. The official 
logo, mascot and ident-
ities of the six partici-
pating teams were 
unveiled at an event 
attended by 
Chhattisgarh Deputy 
Chief Minister  
and Sports and  
Youth Welfare Minister 
Arun Sao.

DID U KNOW?

The league will 
follow a round-

robin format, 
with the top four 
teams advancing 
to the semifinals.
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By education I mean an  
all-round drawing out of the 
best in the child and man - 
body, mind and spirit. 
— Mahatma Gandhi

Before deciding 
whether public 
opinion is necess-

ary in a democratic 
country, we must under-
stand democracy itself. 
Democracy is a system of 
government in which 
power belongs to the 
people. Citizens exercise 
this power by voting for 
leaders, expressing their 
views and participating 
in decisions that affect 
their lives. 

Public opinion is there-
fore a vital pillar of 
democracy. It allows 
citizens to express them-
selves, support good gov-
ernance and question 
leaders when they fail to 
fulfil their responsibil-
ities. Constructive criti-
cism and diverse per-
spectives can help gov-
ernments understand 
people’s needs and make 
better decisions. 

Public opinion also 
keeps power in check. It 
highlights citizens’ prio-
rities, influences policies, 
shapes elections and 
encourages leaders to 
remain accountable. 
Most importantly, it 
builds trust by making 
people feel heard and 
valued. Recent protests 
and public discussions 
surrounding the CJP 
demonstrate how collec-
tive voices can influence 
decisions and demand 
accountability. 

No single person can 

always have the best sol-
ution. A country prog-
resses when it listens to 
different perspectives 
and learns from its 
citizens. 

As James Madison 
aptly said, “Public 
opinion sets bounds to 
every government, and is 
the real sovereign in 
every free one.” 

 
 
aharashtra’s food-safety 
enforcement has entered 
a more assertive phase 
under FDA 
Commissioner Tukaram 
Mundhe. Since May 25, 
2026, the department has 
reported hundreds of 
raids and FIRs, while a 
synthetic-milk probe in 
Bhoom taluka of 
Dharashiv district, 
Maharashtra. It was 
estimated that 2.3 crore 
litres of adulterated 
product had entered state 
markets. Yet the Bombay 
High Court has also 
cautioned against 
enforcement turning into 

overreach, ordering ₹5 
lakh in compensation 
after Gurunanak Dairy 
and Sweets remained 
shut for 34 days despite 
98 per cent compliance. 
The contrast captures the 
central challenge before 
the regulator: act firmly 

against violations, without 
allowing zeal to outrun 
due process. 

Food adulteration is not 
a technical violation 
confined to paperwork. It 
enters kitchens, schools 
and shops and, ultimately, 
people’s bodies. That 

makes decisive 
enforcement not merely 
desirable but necessary. A 
regulator that fears 
disrupting businesses can 
preserve procedure while 
failing the public it exists 
to protect. Mundhe has 
made non-compliance 
costly and challenged a 
culture in which 
enforcement can become 
routine paperwork rather 
than genuine deterrence. 
When adulteration is 
profitable and the risk of 
detection uncertain, 
warnings alone rarely 
change behaviour. Visible 
action can. 

That does not make 
every action indefensible. 
The answer is not to blunt 
the sword, but to sharpen 
the judgement behind it. 
Mundhe’s resolve is an 
asset because 
Maharashtra’s food-safety 
failures demand urgency. 
Matched with due 
process and 
proportionality, the 
crackdown could reset 
what businesses 
understand the law to 
require.

Tukaram Mundhe: The 
Sword Maharashtra Needed 

The power of public 
opinion in a democracy 

CREATIVE
CORNER

Aarav Tarkar, 
XII, Jamnabai Narsee 
School, Juhu

Nature 

Asmi Patil, 
IX, Pawar 
Public School, 
Bhandup

Prarthana Adhav, , IV, 
Bunts Sangha's S M Shetty 
High School & Junior College

The wonderful land 
My beautiful sky, 
Does it lie though  
to the heaven up high. 
 
The colourful butterflies  
flying in the sky  
The green trees ,  
which soar up  
to fly high. 

The suspicious nature  
the mischievous birds, 
The fragrance of the flowers 
Roam with alert. 
 
So , remember  
it's a beautiful life, 
It's a new day  
So , enjoy your moments 
Through happy way.


